
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Thurston, County of Steuben, and the State of New York was held at 
the Town Hall, 7578 County Route 333 on the 15th April 2026 at 7:00 p.m.        

 

1 
 

Present: Town Supervisor:     Michael Volino 
    Town Council:            Noel Sylvester, Holly Chase 
    Highway Superintendent:     Alan Crooker 
                  Assessor:    Diana Dixon 
    Code Enforcement Officer:       Nick Nolton 
Absent:    Town Council:                 Daniel Gee, Jennifer Hargrave 
   
 
Visitors: Jeff Sweeney, Eva Turner, Dolores Crooker, Sam Dick, Mary Ruth Schoonover, Desiree Fisk, Philip Sutton, Sr., 
Philip Sutton, Jr., Jim Feldman 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
   Mary Ruth Schoonover said the Fire Department needs a new siren and wondered if a spaghetti dinner could be 
held at the Town Hall as a fund raiser.  She was told the cost of the siren would be about ten thousand dollars. 
Michael said there are no more grants available this year but possibly next year this could be considered.   
    Sam Dick said he invited Mr. Sutton to the meeting to discuss the clean up on his property.  Nick Nolten said tickets 
have been issued for this situation.  Mr. Sutton said the weather has not been cooperating and he has been trying 
to get his dozer working.  Michael said we could check to see if the County would accept the garbage in that area 
for free as part of the Town’s allotment of free garbage disposal.  Alan Crooker said it would have to be hauled in a 
Town truck to qualify.  It was agreed this would start a precedent that could turn into a “slippery slope”.  
   Jeff Sweeney noted that he is not happy with the four wheelers that are tearing up town roads and wishes 
something could be done about that.  
   Noel Sylvester thanked Mary Ruth Schoonover for her donations to the town’s emergency food closet.  
Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that Public Comment be closed.  Put to vote, all 
those present, aye.  Carried.   
 
MINUTES: Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Dan Gee that the minutes from the March 18, 2026 
meetings be approved as presented.  Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Unanimously Carried.     
 
BILLS PAYABLE:   Michael Volino presented the following bills for payment: 
General $10,910.35 listed on Vouchers A72-A93 
Community Development: $47,952.58 listed on Vouchers A70 and A71 
Highway $42,557.42 listed on Vouchers DA49-DA65; 
Trust and Agency $185.00 Listed on Voucher TA4 
Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly Chase that the bills for the month of April 2026 be paid 
and charged to the proper accounts as presented above.  All those present, aye.  Unanimously carried.      
 
Town Clerk:   The Town Clerk reported collecting $1818 for the month of March 2026.  $1075.00 was for Building 
Permits, $150.00 for a culvert payment; $250.00 for Town Hall rentals, $138.00 for dog licenses, and $175.00 for a 
military banner.  Of this, $30.00 went to Ag and Markets with the remaining $1788 going to the Supervisor to be put 
in the proper accounts.      
Tax Collector: Brandi Smith reported collecting 907 payments out of 1002 total bills.  Tax collection by Towns ended 
March 31, 2026.  She collected a total of $1,227,948.13.  The total late fees so far were $3801.38, bank interest was 
$12.12, and the County has collected late fees of $101.94.  She noted she will most likely receive a few more that 
were postmarked in time but just not here in the mail yet.  A final report will be submitted for the next meeting.   
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Historian:  Noel Sylvester said we are still considering selling the contents of the former Community Building.  
 
Assessor:   Diana Dixon said the tentative tax roll is due on the 19th of April.  The equalization rate is 2.35 and the 
next step will be the grievance process. 
 
Justice:  Darlene Smith report receiving $1255 in fines and fees for March 2026. 
 
Dog Control:  
a.  Michael said that he and Randy Akins met with two state inspectors at the proposed shelter on County Route 25.  
The shelter did not pass, and the owner will have 45 days to correct the items that did not pass.  Ag and Markets 
said that if the Town has a building that would be suitable that we could use our own and it is possible there will be 
a grant in the upcoming year that we could use to update an eligible building.   
b. The spring rabies clinic will be held April 23rd from 6 – 8 at the Thurston Highway Department 
c. One call was noted with a dog at large chasing a resident riding her bike.  The owner was contacted and apologized 
to the bike rider and the situation was resolved. 
d. Mary Marseglia has 10 unlicensed dogs. Tickets were issued and she was instructed to show proof of rabies and 
license the dogs with a time frame.  She presented forged rabies certificates to the town clerk and this has been 
reported to the State Inspector as well as the Sheriff’s Department as that is a felony. Unfortunately, she grabbed 
the certificates from the Town Clerk before copies could be made.  
 
Fire Department: Nothing this month.  
 
Code Enforcement:   Nick Nolton noted three permits were issued with one fee still owing.  Several property 
maintenance violations were issued.  The main focus right now is Cranberry Lake.  Michael Volino noted that the 
County landfill is placing restrictions on accepting building materials at the landfill. 
 
Highway:   Alan Crooker reported the following activity from March 15 through April 15: 

 - Removed road closed signs from South Hill Road.  
 - All roads have been checked 23 times plowed 1 time and sanded 1 time. Cleared roads of limbs and 
trees. Unplugged culverts on Hamilton, Helms, and Wood Hill roads.  
 - Installed a new 10’ culvert paid for by Kyle Wilson on Smith Road. Ditches are being cleaned and a new 
cross pipe has also been installed on Smith Road.  
 - Pot holes are being fixed as needed. Sweeping of roads has begun.  
 - Water washouts have been fixed on Tucker, Harrison, Helms, and Wood roads. Reset headwall on Griffin 
Road.  
 - Damaged or faded road signs are being replaced and building permits required signs are being added.  - 
Steuben County has added building permit required signs to all County/Thurston boundary road signs.  
 - All highway employees went to Syracuse machinery expo.  
 - Attended the highway Superintendents luncheon at the Canisteo Fire Dept.  
 - Lane Supply delivered a new supply of culverts. 
 - All items sold on Auctions International have been picked up. 
 - Started working (4) 10-hour days on March 30th.  
 - Replaced hydraulic line and serviced the loader. Serviced the excavator. Scott’s Tire Service fixed a tire 
on the excavator. 
 - The 2022 Chevy pickup has a sensor light on. It was determined by Goodrich Auto Works that the 
problem is covered by warranty.  Took the pickup to Simmons Rockwell on April 14th for warranty work.  
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 - All highway employees attended a flagger training class conducted by PERMA on April 9th.  
 - New certified mulch has been put in place on the municipal playground. The broken parking bumpers at 
the Town Hall have been removed and the sand in the parking lot has been cleaned up.  
 - Alan said there will be a free tire day for Thurston Residents on May 9.  Residency must be proved and 
only one truckload per household will be accepted.   
 
Town Supervisor:  
 - Attended NYAOT’s Virtual Supervisor Roundtable with a Budget Discussion regarding AIM & CHIPS on 
March 19 and the hope that more money will be sent to smaller municipalities instead of large cities,  
  - The first quarter NY 45 & 941 Completed & Filed on March 21st,  
  - Submitted the first quarter Perma Payroll Audit on March 27th, 
  - Met with Ag & Markets to inspect CR 25 shelter, 
  - Met with Labella & STC and noted one of the projects is near completion  
  - Month End Closing for March was completed & sent to Town Board on April 4, 
  - Attended American Traffic Safety Services Association Flagger Training with the Highway Crew on April 
9th. 
Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly Chase that the reports be accepted as 
presented.  Put to vote, all those present aye.  Unanimously Carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Michael said Alan has noted changes to the 284 agreement with the addition of the Eddy Road Project at 
a cost of $30,000 with some paving and culverts to be replaced as needed. Alan also asked for the addition 
of the Tucker Road project from the intersection of Starr Road and MacIntosh to purchase culverts and 
gravel at a cost of $57,000.   Alan said the County DPW will bring their paving machine to finish the 
shoulders, another example of shared services.   
 
Michael said that a public hearing was held on March 18 to present Local Law # 4 to the public.  He 
requested consideration for the following resolution: 
Resolution #15 of the Town of Thurston, NY, approving a SEQRA determination of non-significance for the 
enactment of proposed Local Law #4 of 2026 and enacting Local Law #4 of 2026 which will establish a prohibition 
on the construction, operation, or maintenance of a solid waste management facility. 
 WHEREAS: 
1. The Town Board introduced proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2026 at our meeting on February 18, 2026.  
2. The Town Board determined to classify the proposed local law as an Unlisted Action under SEQRA, declared itself 
to be the Lead Agency for the conduct of the environmental review of the proposed action under SEQRA, and 
identified the Steuben County Planning Department as an involved agency at our meeting on February 18, 2026.  
3. At the Town Board’s direction, on February 24, 2026, the Town Supervisor sent the proposed Local Law No. 4 of 
2026 to the Steuben County Planning Department for its review and for an advisory opinion pursuant to Section 
239-m of the New York General Municipal Law.  
4. At the Town Board’s direction, on February 24, 2026, the Town Supervisor sent a SEQRA Notice of Intent to Serve 
as Lead Agency regarding the adoption of Local Law No. 4 of 2026 to the Steuben County Planning Department. 
5. At the Town Board’s direction, the town’s attorneys have prepared Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) 
Parts 2 & 3 and presented the FEAF forms to the Town Board by email for our review and consideration tonight. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  
Section A. The Town Board hereby identifies the Steuben County Planning Department as an agency involved in the 
Town’s SEQRA review and acknowledges that the town has engaged in a coordinated review with the Department.  
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Section B. The Town Board hereby accepts the FEAF Part 2. A copy of the FEAF Part 2, together with the other FEAF 
forms, is attached as Exhibit A to this Resolution.  
Section C. That for the reasons set forth in the Determination of Significance in Part 3 of the FEAF, and in accordance 
with the criteria of significance set forth in the SEQRA regulations, the Town Board finds that adoption of Local Law 
No. 4 of 2026 will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment and that a Negative Declaration should 
be issued. A copy of the Negative Declaration, FEAF Part 3, together with the other FEAF forms, is attached as Exhibit 
A to this Resolution.  
Section D. That upon due consideration by the Town Board, proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2026, introduced on 
February 18, 2026, is hereby enacted. 
Section E. The Town Board directs the Town Clerk to file the enacted law with the New York State Department of 
State.  
Section F. The Town Board hereby directs the Town Supervisor to send the Negative Declaration, the Municipal 
Report of Final Action, and the filed law to the Steuben County Planning Department. 
Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly Chase that Resolution #15 of 2026 as it pertains to Local 
Law # 4 of 2026 be passed effective immediately.  Put to roll call vote:  Noel Sylvester, aye; Holly Chase, aye;, Michael 
Volino, aye; Dan Gee, absent; and Jennifer Hargrave, absent.  Unanimously carried by those present.    Local Law # 
4 will be effective upon filing with the NYS Department of State.   
 
Local Law # 5 of 2026: Michael Volino noted that he would like the Board to consider passing Local Law # 5 which 
would establish a Cryptocurrency Mining Operations and Data Processing Center Two (2) Year Moratorium.  Motion 
was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly Chase that this Local Law be offered for public comment as 
drawn up.  Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Carried.  
Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that a public hearing be held on May 20 at 6:45 
p.m. to present this Local Law # 5 of 2026 for public comment.  Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Carried.   Michael 
also noted that if such an operation was developed in Thurston it would be under the direct supervision of the 
County IDA and the Town Board would have no control of pilot payments that could be made.  This moratorium 
allows the Town time to do some research on this issue. 
 

Job Duties: Michael said we have three Job Descriptions which have been sent to the Board for review 
and are ready for action. The State Comptroller requests that municipalities have sample job descriptions 
for elected and appointed positions. Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester 
that the Job Descriptions for Dog Control, Code Enforcement, and Tax Collector be approved as presented.  
Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Carried.  The Job Description for Assessor will be reviewed at a later 
date.   
 
Dissolution of Ethics Board Michael has asked the Board to consider dissolving the Town of Thurston 
Ethic’s Board and instead use the County Ethics Board for any issues that may arise.  The following 
resolution was presented for review and action: 
RESOLUTION # 16 of 2026 TO DISSOLVE THE TOWN OF THURSTON ETHICS BOARD AND ADOPT THE 
STEUBEN COUNTY ETHICS BOARD as follows: 
WHEREAS the Town of Thurston Town Board previously established a local Board of Ethics; and  
WHEREAS, Steuben County has established a County Board of Ethics that is authorized to act on behalf 
of local municipalities within the County; and  
WHEREAS, the Thurston Town Board has determined that it is in the best interest of the municipality, 
and in the interest of efficient and consistent ethics administration, to dissolve the local Board of Ethics 
and opt into the jurisdiction of the Steuben County Ethics Board; and  
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WHEREAS, the Steuben County Ethics Board has confirmed it can provide ethics services, including the 
rendering of advisory opinions and handling of complaints, for the officers and employees of the Town 
of Thurston;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Thurston Town Board hereby dissolves the Town of 
Thurston Board of Ethics, effective immediately and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Thurston Town Board hereby adopts the Steuben County Code of 
Ethics and elects to come under the jurisdiction of the Steuben County Ethics Board; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Thurston Town Supervisor is authorized to take all necessary actions 
to effectuate this transition. 
Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that Resolution #16 of 2026 to 
dissolve the Town of Thurston Ethics Board be accepted as presented.  Put to roll call vote:  Holly Chase, 
aye; Noel Sylvester, aye; Michael Volino, aye; Dan Gee, absent; Jennifer Hargrave, absent.  Unanimously 
Carried.  
 
There being no further unfinished business, motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly 
Chase that unfinished business be closed.  Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Fund Balance to a CD:  Michael Volino requested consideration of the following resolution to transfer $75,000 of 

the General Fund Balance and $150,000 of the Highway Fund Balance to a 6-month CD in order to acquire 
more interest.  
Resolution # 17 of 2026 of the Thurston Town Board to Transfer Fund Balance to a 6-month Certificate 
of Deposit (CD): 
WHEREAS, the investment of available funds is an opportunity for local governments to generate 
additional revenue. 
WHEREAS, towns may also invest through a “deposit placement program” in accordance with the following 
conditions: 
(i) money is invested through a bank or trust company located and authorized to do business in New 

York;  

(ii) the bank or trust company arranges for the deposit of the moneys in certificates of deposit (CDs) 

in one or more “banking institutions” (as defined in Banking Law Section 9-r) for the account of 

the town Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC);  

(iii) the full amount of principal and accrued interest of each CD must be insured by the Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC);  

(iv) the bank or trust company acts as custodian for the town with respect to such CDs 

Now be it resolved the Thurston Town Board wishes to transfer $75,000 of General Fund Fund Balance 
and $150,000 of Highway Fund  Balance to a 6-month CD with Five Star Bank at an interest rate of 
3.25%. 

Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that Resolution #17 of 2026 to 
transfer funds to a CD be accepted as presented.  Put to roll call vote:  Holly Chase, aye; Noel Sylvester, 
aye; Michael Volino, aye; Dan Gee, absent; Jennifer Hargrave, absent.  Unanimously Carried.  
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Official Letterhead:   Michael said we are developing an official letterhead for the Town of Thurston 
which was reviewed by the Town Board.  Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel 
Sylvester that the letterhead as developed by Jennifer Hargrave be accepted as the Town’s Official 
Letterhead.  Put to vote all those present, aye.  Carried unanimously.   Michael noted the same 
letterhead but with only the Assessor’s names will be printed for the Assessors.   
 
Removal of trees in cemeteries: Michael Volino said we have a quote from Crazy Abe’s Saw Works to remove 
some trees and stumps in two cemeteries in Thurston.  Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly 

Chase that Crazy Abe’s Saw Works be authorized to remove the cherry tree and prune the evergreen 
shrubs in the Risingville Cemetery as well as remove stumps in the Aldrich Cemetery at a cost of 
$3000.00.  Put to vote, all those present, aye.  Unanimously Carried.  
 
Buildings:  Alan Crooker has requested authorization to add a section of 4’ by 20’ at the Town Hall in 
front of the sign marking the Hall.  He noted everyone walks there anyhow and it is difficult to clear the 
snow without a sidewalk.  Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that a 
sidewalk be placed as noted.  Put to vote, all those present.  Unanimously Carried.   
 
NYS Legislature:  Michael asked the Board to review a resolution opposing Senate Bill S4408 and 
Assembly Bill A10483 as follows:  
Resolution #18 of the Thurston Town Board IN OPPOSITION TO NEW YORK STATE SENATE BILL S.4408 
AND NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY BILL A.10483 
WHEREAS, Steuben County, New York is home to over 25,000 acres of New York State Forest lands and 
reforestation lands, and  
WHEREAS, Environmental Conservation Law Section 9-0501 (1) defines the purpose of those lands as 
“…for watershed protection, the production of timber and other forest products, and for recreation and 
kindred purposes”; and 
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is appropriately charged with 
the stewardship, sustainable forestry certification, and maintenance of these areas; and 
WHEREAS, the stated mission of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is to 
“…conserve, improve and protect New York's natural resources and environment and to prevent, abate 
and control water, land and air pollution, in order to enhance the health, safety and welfare of the people 
of the state and their overall economic and social well-being”; and 
WHEREAS, the over 800,000 acres of New York State controlled forests act as natural air filters, carbon 
sinks, and climate regulators, absorb carbon dioxide, produce oxygen, mitigate stormwater runoff, and 
prevent soil erosion, and provide habitats for over 10,000 species of wildlife; and 
WHEREAS, those lands are of great benefit to the residents of New York State through opportunities for 
recreation and access to activities that promote and improve physical and mental well-being; and 
WHEREAS, the Thurston Town Board recognizes that wild lands and the recreational opportunities they 
provide support overall economic growth through nature-based tourism and quality of life improvements, 
which are necessary to attract new residents and businesses; and 
WHEREAS, New York State Senate Bill S.4408 and Assembly Bill A.10483 would allow the State to enter 
into leases or easements for the purpose of positioning and connecting renewable energy installations and 
the transmission and distribution of electricity from reforestation lands; and 
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WHEREAS, New York State Senate Bill S.4408 and Assembly Bill A.10483 are in direct conflict with the State 
Legislature’s purported goals as stated within the 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act 
(CLCPA); and 
WHEREAS, the provisions of New York State Senate Bill S.4408 and Assembly Bill A.10483 circumvent 
community input regarding development siting and bypass local government zoning, approvals, and 
oversight. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Thurston Town Board urges the New York State Legislature and 
Governor Kathy C. Hochul to oppose New York State Senate Bill S.4408 and New York State Assembly Bill 
A. 10483; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Town of Thurston Board continues to advocate for responsible placement 
of renewable energy projects through the protection of prime agricultural lands and reforestation areas 
and urges the State to prioritize marginal lands such as brownfields and rooftops in its citing processes; 
and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Town of Thurston Board strongly opposes New York Senate Bill S.4408 and 
New York State Assembly Bill A.10483 and continues to advocate for local and county government 
participation in renewable energy project placement and development; and  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED certified copies of this resolution be sent to: 
Honorable Thomas M. O’Mara, New York State Senator, 105 East Steuben Street, Bath, NY 14810 and 
Honorable Philip A. Palmesano, New York State Assemblyman, 105 East Steuben Street, Bath, NY 14810. 
Motion was made by Noel Sylvester and seconded by Holly Chase that Resolution # 18 of 2026 be approved 
effective immediately.  Put to roll call vote: Holly Chase, aye; Noel Sylvester, aye; Michael Volino, aye; Dan 
Gee, absent; Jennifer Hargrave, absent.  Unanimously Carried.   
 
Budget Modification    
Motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that the following Resolution #19 of 
2026 be passed, effective immediately: 
BE IT RESOLVED that playground mulch has been purchased and in order to pay for the truck load received, 
budget modifications must be made,  
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Michael Volino be authorized to debit A1990.4 Contingencies Fund and 
credit A7140.4 Playground Contractual the amount of $2575 to pay for the extra two-year supply which will be 
stored in Cold Storage until needed at the Highway Shop.    
 
Put to vote: Holly Chase, aye; Noel Sylvester, aye; Michael Volino, aye; Daniel Gee, absent; Jennifer Hargrave, absent.  
Unanimously Carried.   
 
Michael noted the next regular meeting will be May 20 at 7:00 p.m. preceded by a public hearing at 6:45 p.m.   
 
There being no further new business, motion was made by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester that new 
business be closed.  All those present, aye.  Carried. 
 
Upon motion by Holly Chase and seconded by Noel Sylvester, the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. All those 
present, aye.  Carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Sue E. Conklin, Town Clerk 


