
Thurston Residents,

Once again spring is upon us and with the new season come several updates.

1 – CDBG (Community Housing Block Grant) – After being awarded $400,000 in December 2024 to help low-to-moderate income homeowners make necessary 

repairs to their homes, five home improvement projects are underway. Our plan is to apply for more funding in late summer, to be allocated early next year, so if you 

didn’t make the first round of funding, please reach out to the Town Clerk or I and complete the Housing Questionnaire by August 31. Completing this will get you on 

the waiting list for the next round.

2 – Slip and Fall Prevention Grant – The town was recently awarded $5,000 by our workers’ comp provider. This funding will help identify potential hazards in our 

buildings and provide equipment to mitigate those problems. This funding aligns with improvements made over the last three years, in particular at the Highway Shop, 

to improve workplace safety, with the most recent being the upgrading of the electrical panel as well as addressing other electrical issues.

3 – Tire Amnesty Day – As of 2025, the Steuben County Legislature has authorized municipalities to deliver up to 10 tons of garbage and tires annually to the Bath 

Landfill, at no charge. Therefore, the Town Board has decided to authorize a Tire Day on Saturday, May 9, from 9AM to 12 noon where residents can bring their old 

tires to the Highway Shop and dispose of them at no cost. Proof of residency is required.

4 – Community Food Pantry – Last year, Councilperson / Historian Noel Sylvester started a food pantry at the Town Hall. Donations have 

been coming in, and a huge thank you to Ruth Schoonover for her recent donation of over $100 in canned goods. If anyone would like more 

information on the food pantry, or make a canned good donation, contact Noel at 607-776-8018 or council3@townofthurstonny.gov.

As always, my door is always open if you have questions or suggestions on making Thurston an even better community to live in. It’s an 

absolute pleasure to serve as Town Supervisor.

Michael J. Volino, Thurston Town Supervisor

607-227-5621 - supervisor@townofthurstonny.gov

4525 County Rte. 24, Cameron 

Mills, NY (Risingville)
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Town of Thurston

THE TOWN SUPERVISOR REPORT

Spring 2026

Dog licenses available 

at the clinic

Thursday, April 23rd 
6:00PM – 8:00PM

FREE
DRIVE THRU

Rabies Clinic
Thurston Highway 

Department Building

THURSTON 

HIGHWAY 

DEPARTMENT

Spring is in the air, and the 2026 road projects will 

soon begin. In the meantime, the Highway Department 

staff will be around trimming trees, cleaning ditches, 

and grading roads as soon as weather permits. 

Alan Crooker, Highway Superintendent

Email: highway@townofthurstonny.gov

Shop phone is (607)776-6507

Town of Thurston 
7578 County Rte. 333
 Campbell, NY 14821

https://townofthurstonny.org • 607-527-4494

WASTE TIRE 

AMENSTY DAY 
SAT, MAY 9TH • 9a-12p

**OPEN TO THURSTON RESIDENTS ONLY. PROOF 

OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED. 

LIMIT ONE REGULAR PICK-UP TRUCK 

LOAD PER RESIDENCE



Roots & Wings
John Washington Jack (1827-1864)

John Washington Jack was one of 10 children born to William and Hannah 

Griffee Jack. Shortly after their marriage in Liberty Grove, Md. (1823), William 

and Hannah moved with a team of oxen and a covered wagon to Thurston. The 

Jack homestead once stood on the corner of Hanrahan Road and Barrett Road. 

During the Civil War John W. Jack (age 36) enlisted and served in the 95th New 

York Infantry Co, H. His regiment fought in major battles throughout Virginia and 

sustained heavy losses. After the battle of Spotsylvania Courthouse, the Union 

Army followed Lee to North Anna River (May 1864). Over five thousand men 

were killed, and John was one of 661 men captured by the Confederates. He 

was transferred to Richmond, Va. And then to Andersonville Prison in Sumter, 

Georgia. 

Andersonville Prison was the largest and deadliest prison in the American Civil 

War. Over 13,000 Union prisoners died because of severe overcrowding, 

starvation, disease and poor sanitation. During his imprisonment, John died from 

diarrhea on Sept. 2, 1864. He is buried in Andersonville National Cemetery – 

Plot-7596. John Washington Jack’s grave marker is in the Thurston Cemetery 

alongside his parents.

By Rosalyn Reed Renner

THURSTON TOWN BOARD
Michael Volino, Town Supervisor 
Holly Chase, Deputy Supervisor
Dan Gee, Council Member
Jennifer Hargrave, Council Member
Noel Sylvester, Deputy Historian
Sue Conklin, Town Clerk

Dog Control Officer Contact: 
Randy Akins - 607-368-0320

Contact Code Enforcement
Nick Lewis- Nolton - 607-968-5175

thurston.codeenforcement@gmail.com

HONORING OUR LOCAL SERVICE MEMBERS AND FIRST RESONDERS

NON-PERISHABLE FOOD 
DONATIONS!

The Town Hall is accepting donations of 
non-perishable foods for cases of 
emergencies in our town. Help stock the 
pantry by bringing a donation to one of 
the Town Board meetings or drop off 
during the Town Clerk’s regular hours.

Special Thanks to 
Mary Ruth Schoonover 

who donated well over $100 of canned 
& non-perishable goods to the pantry.

Town Hall Rentals
Book the meeting area including 
kitchenette for your next event. 

Resident fee: $50 (non-resident fee $100) 
Please contact the Town Clerk for booking

Total purchase cost is $174.90. Residents can choose to have the sign displayed in the Town or keep it for 

their personal use. Banners are available by contacting Michael Volino, program coordinator. 607-227-5621 ~or 

email supervisor@townofthurstonny.gov

3rd Annual Thurston Community Picnic 

& Semi-quincentennial Celebration
Saturday, August 1st, 2026 • 11AM-2PM 

Thurston Town Hall 
7578 County Route 333, Campbell, NY

RESIDENT CRAFT VENDORS WANTED 
– email council4@townofthurstonny.gov for information

~ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ~ 
We encourage everyone to bring a dish to pass

NEW THIS YEAR! 
Apple Pie Baking Contest, 

Games & Craft Vendors

2026 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Brian Reed Mark Taft

Paul Fraizer Dave Seeley

Raymond Behari

The Board of Commissioners Meet on the 

2nd Monday of each Month at 7:30pm at the Fire Department Hall.

THURSTON FIRE COMPANY

MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Join your Volunteer Fire Department

Serving your community as a volunteer firefighter is one 
of the most rewarding experiences you will ever have. 

Not only will you learn valuable skills, but you will have a 
positive impact on the lives of those around you.

YOU can make a difference. Volunteer. 
Contact your local fire department today.

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

AT THE TOWN HALL

Steuben County 

Landfill tickets at 

the Town Hall 

Landfill tickets and licenses sold 

Wed. -  4PM - 7PM & Thurs - 9AM to 12PM 

Tickets cost $20.00ea.

Hunting & Fishing 

Licenses

ASSESSORS NEWS

The Thurston Town Board approved Thurston 2026 

local laws for Sr Citizen low income and Disability 

property tax exemptions.  This applies to the town’s 

portion of the property taxes if you reside in Thurston 

and your income is below $43,300.  If you currently 

receive the exemptions from the county, the assessors 

will add the town exemption to the qualifying property 

with no action required by you for the 2026 

assessment roll. 

Our normal hours are Thursdays 6:30-8:00 from the 

second week in September until May or by 

appointment.  607-527-4494

Your Assessor Board:

Diana Dixon-chairman; Gordon Foster; 

Gerald J. Gebhard

2026 Town Board 

Meeting Dates 

@ 7:00 PM

• April 15th 

• May 20th 

• June 17th 

• July 15th

• August 19th  

• September 16th

• October 21st

• November 11th

• December 16th 

https://forms.gle/shcdqBUVUbHxHPDx8

The Town Board is seeking your input on creating 
a capital improvement plan for the town.
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SCAN HERE TO 
TAKE THE 

CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT

SURVEY
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Find more 
information online 

at 
townofthurstonny.

org

mailto:council4@townofthurstonny.gov
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